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Launched in 2018, UNESCO’s �agship 
initiative ’Revive the Spirit of Mosul’ came 
to a successful close in February�2025. 
While visiting the city to view the 
completed works, Audrey Azoulay 
underlined the importance of this 
thousand-year-old city as a model of what 
can be achieved through international 
cooperation, in Iraq and elsewhere.
' UNESCO/Luay Al Zrare
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Divisions, crises, con�icts � our world continues to face 
signi�cant challenges. UNESCO�s recent achievements, 
presented in the pages that follow, are evidence of our 
Organization�s unique ability to mobilize and unite, 
even in times of change.

These achievements have been driven by our 
mandate � by the �rm belief that peace can be built 
through education, science, culture and information. 
They�show that when we unite around shared values, 
we can produce tangible and lasting results on 
the�ground. 

This is clear, for example, in Mosul, Iraq, where 
UNESCO has just completed its largest-ever operation 
in the �eld. Focusing on heritage, cultural life and 
education, �Revive the spirit of Mosul� has helped 
support the recovery of this con�ict-ravaged city. 

In addition to rehabilitating historic sites � Al-Nouri 
Mosque, Al-Hadba Minaret, Al-Tahera Church, the 
Convent of Our Lady of the Hour and its House of 
Prayer, and 124 heritage houses � UNESCO created 
more than 7,700 local jobs. The success of this initiative 
must serve as a model for our future e�orts all around 
the world. 

The past year has also been an important one for 
education � the backbone of our mandate. Thanks to 
�nancing from the Global Partnership for Education 
(GPE), which has been multiplied by eight since 2018, 
UNESCO has scaled up its e�orts and expanded its 
actions on the ground. Today, we are accompanying 
15�States in carrying out in-depth reforms. 

This work is particularly important in Africa � for 
instance, in Côte d�Ivoire. In addition to supporting 
the Ivoirian National Forum on Education and Literacy, 
UNESCO is now implementing a $45 million programme 
to build early childhood education classrooms in more 
than 400�institutions and to train teachers.   

In 2024, UNESCO also continued its work in the �eld 
of arti�cial intelligence. This included assisting 60�of 
our Member States in integrating the principles 
of our Recommendation on the Ethics of Arti�cial 
Intelligence into national legislation and policies. 
We�also contributed to the work of the G20 on this issue 
as a privileged partner under the Brazilian presidency, 
and will continue to do so under the South African 
presidency in 2025.

Looking ahead, 2025 will bring many milestones 
��including the United Nations Ocean Conference 
in Nice in June, MONDIACULT 2025 in Barcelona in 
September and, of course, the 43rd session of our 
General�Conference�in Samarkand in November.  

Our past successes, coupled with our strong �nancial 
situation � thanks to record voluntary contributions 
in 2024 � provide a solid foundation for the months 
ahead. We can look to the future with con�dence, 
guided by one unwavering belief: that the universal 
values of our mandate are the most powerful drivers 
of peace. 
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1 GOAL
To build peace through the 
�intellectual and moral 
solidarity of mankind�

Its mission and objectives

1-16 November 1945
The United Nations convened a 

conference in London to�establish 
an educational and cultural 

organization

4 November 1946
The Constitution 

of UNESCO 
came into force

Global  

PRIORITIES

DOMAINS OF 
EXPERTISE

UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, 
Scienti�c�and Cultural Organization, seeks to

BUILD PEACE through international cooperation

by working across:

Communication 
& Information

CultureEducation

the Sciences

Africa
Gender 

Equality2

4

US$384 million 
for Global Priority Africa

US$277 million 
for Global Priority Gender Equality
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S Over 75 years, UNESCO�s pioneering work has changed the way�people 

everywhere understand each other and the planet we live on

1952

1954

1960

1964

1965

1971

The Universal Copyright Convention 
was�adopted in 1952, and revised in 1971, 
under�the aegis of UNESCO with a view to extend 
international�copyright protection universally.

The Universal 
Copyright 
Convention

The creation�of�CERN 
(the European 
Organization for 
Nuclear�Research)

Saving the Nubian 
Monuments from 
Abu�Simbel to�Philae

The General 
History of Africa

At an intergovernmental meeting of UNESCO in Paris, 
the �rst resolution concerning the establishment of a 
European Council for Nuclear Research (in�French, 
Conseil EuropØen pour la recherche nuclØaire) was 
adopted. Today, it is one of the world’s largest and 
most�respected centres for scienti�c research.

UNESCO launched its �rst major international 
campaign to save monuments in Nubia from 
being �ooded by�the rising waters of the�Nile.

UNESCO brought together African scholars to 
write their�continent�s history from their own 
perspective. A total of nine volumes have been 
produced and three more are in preparation.

The Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB) 
Programme

The UNESCO MAB programme established a�global 
collaboration to �nd a�balance between human 
beings and their environment. It�combines 
improving the�livelihoods of local 
populations�and�safeguarding biodiversity.

UNESCO�s Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission (IOC-UNESCO) designed a system to 
save�communities at risk from tsunami 
on the coastlines of the Paci�c and Indian oceans, 
later�extended to the�Caribbean, the North-East 
Atlantic�and�the Mediterranean.

The Paci�c Tsunami 
Warning and 
Mitigation System



1972

1997

2003

2020

2021

2025

The Convention concerning 
the�Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage

The Declaration on 
the Human Genome 
and�Human rights

The Convention for 
the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible 
Cultural�Heritage

The Global 
Education 
Coalition

Recommendation on 
the Ethics of Arti�cial 
Intelligence

Revive the 
Spirit�of Mosul

This Convention seeks to encourage the identi�cation, 
protection and preservation of cultural and 
natural heritage around the world considered 
to be of�outstanding universal value to humanity.

This Declaration is the �rst global ethical 
instrument on the research of the human 
genome and is best known for its statement 
against�human cloning.

This Convention safeguards ancestral knowledge 
and traditions from local communities across 
the�globe. It also facilitates their transmission to 
the�new�generations.

The unparalleled COVID-19 pandemic threatened the right to 
education of more than 1.5 billion students. UNESCO launched 
this ambitious coalition of over 175 institutional, private sector 
and media partners, to unlock solutions to support learners and 
teachers, and build a recovery process.

This is the very �rst global standard-setting instrument on 
the ethical use of arti�cial intelligence. Adopted unanimously 
by UNESCO�s 193 Member States, it aims to guide countries in 
building legal frameworks to ensure that AI is deployed 
as�a�force for the common good.

In Iraq, UNESCO completed its ambitious initiative to bring the 
Old City of Mosul back to life through heritage reconstruction, 
cultural revitalization and support for education � a powerful 
response to extremism and the largest project ever led 
directly by the Organization.



In Mosul, UNESCO �nalized 
the reconstruction of 

School drop-outs
and education gaps 

will cost the global economy

US$10 trillion
a year by 2030

In Ukraine
UNESCO provided
mental health support to

173,000 children.
200 journalists 

received �nancial grants.

A total of 
61,000 laptops 
have�been distributed to 

teachers�and students 
to support 

learning�continuity.FA
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10 million km2

of land is protected by UNESCO 
designated sites:

759 Biosphere Reserves 
in 136 countries

213 Global Geoparks 
in 48 countries

1,223 World Heritage sites 
in 168 countries

404 classrooms, 124 heritage houses
and 4 iconic religious monuments

7,700 local jobs were created, and 
2,800�students completed 

UNESCO�s vocational training programme



The World Heritage 
Convention became the�most rati�ed 

international standard-setting instrument

with 196�States Parties 

following�the adhesion of Nauru 

4,500
species

were identi�ed in 21 marine
World Heritage sites
including 120 on the IUCN list 

of�threatened species, 
as part of UNESCO�s 

pioneering�environmental 
DNA project.

60 countries
are working with UNESCO

to assess and enhance
their national AI policies

62% of digital content 
creators do not check accuracy before 

sharing content with their audiences.

73% wish to learn how to 
do so, according to a UNESCO survey. 

82 journalists lost their lives
in the line of duty in 2024.

More than 60% of these killings were 
recorded in countries in con�ict, 

the highest percentage in over ten years

110 million more children and 
youth have entered school since 2015, with 
more children in school today than ever before.

251 million children and 
youth are�still not in school worldwide. 
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S Invest in education to transform lives
Education is a human right for all throughout life. It is UNESCO�s 
mission to build peace, eradicate poverty and drive sustainable 
development by ensuring equitable access to quality education. 
UNESCO fosters cooperation to build knowledge societies 
underpinned by universal access to information and the innovative 
use of digital technologies. 
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Reconcile humanity with nature
UNESCO protects the diversity of life on land and ocean. 
UNESCO�promotes science and local knowledge to help 
to �nd�solutions to today�s acute economic, social and 
environmental challenges, and to�achieving sustainable 
development and greener societies. 

Foster innovation and technology 
in the service of humanity
UNESCO encourages knowledge production, Open Science and 
the�free �ow of ideas while developing global ethical standards 
for the creation and use of arti�cial intelligence (AI) and the role 
of�the�neurosciences to address the challenges of our time. 

Promote inclusion and mutual understanding
UNESCO continues to accomplish every day its fundamental 
humanist mission to support people in understanding each other 
and working together to build lasting peace. UNESCO �ghts 
against racism, discrimination and hate speech for just, resilient 
and democratic societies. It defends and promotes freedom of 
expression, media independence and pluralism. UNESCO enhances 
the protection and promotion of cultural heritage, and supports 
creativity and dynamic�cultural sectors.
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Standards of excellence
We engage with governments to establish normative frameworks and 
international standards of excellence that guide policy and reinforce the 
e�ectiveness and durability of national actions in the �elds of culture, 
education, science and communication. 

International cooperation platforms
We develop tools and platforms for large-scale cooperation among 
States, implementing some of the largest educational, scienti�c 
and cultural campaigns in history, from our Holocaust education 
programme in 24 countries, to the Sesame Synchrotron in the Middle 
East and the ’Revive the Spirit of Mosul’ initiative in Iraq.

Networks of world-class sites
UNESCO�s lists and designations form a unique global network 
of heritage sites, creative and learning cities, institutions and 
individuals, accelerating the sharing of best practices and sound policy 
advice, fostering professional opportunities and strengthening the 
e�ectiveness of culture, education, science and communication policies.

Cutting-edge knowledge
We collect intelligence and publish state-of-the-art data and 
knowledge in the �elds of education, science, culture and 
communication. Thinkers, creators and thought-leaders come to 
UNESCO to shape global public policy and build a better future.

UNESCO provides key services for the bene�t of its Member States and the international 
community, setting standards, developing knowledge, building large-scale cooperation 
programmes, and creating global networks of places of special importance. Through UNESCO, 
Member States get unique access to the world�s best practices and policies, while sharing 
their own, strengthening their in�uence and outreach.
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1 	 UNESCO's ‘Revive the Spirit of Mosul’ initiative completed 

2 	 UNESCO strengthens support for people in crisis situations

3 	 UNESCO leads international efforts for better education policies

4 	�� UNESCO enlists major private companies to build stronger AI

5 	 UNESCO protects World Heritage in Africa and beyond

6 	 UNESCO marks a decade of action against antisemitism and Holocaust distortion 

7 	 UNESCO protects freedom of expression

8 	 UNESCO supports content creators in the social media revolution 

9 	 UNESCO innovates for ocean science

10 	 UNESCO calls for soil protection and stronger Earth sciences 

11 	 UNESCO becomes a privileged partner of the G20

12 	 UNESCO advances knowledge and memory of the slave trade
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A selection of 
major initiatives 
bringing people 
together through 
education, the 
sciences, culture, 
communication 
and information



In 2024, Jordan, Italy and UNESCO joined forces to launch a 
new initiative at the Petra and Wadi Rum World Heritage sites. 
By creating sustainable livelihood opportunities, the project 
aims to engage local communities in the protection of cultural 
heritage for future generations.  
' Silvan Rehfeld
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UNESCO hands over the key 
to�the 100th historic house 
restored as part of the ’Revive 
the Spirit of Mosul’ initiative. 
With support from the EU, 
UNESCO restored a total of 
124 historic houses in Mosul, 
generating over 3,500 local jobs.  
' UNESCO/Moyasser Nasseer

UNESCO�s �agship initiative �Revive the 
Spirit of Mosul�, launched in 2018 by 
Director-General Audrey Azoulay to support 
the recovery of one of Iraq’s iconic cities 
following its destruction by ISIS, reached its 
�nal phase in 2024. Conceived to restore this 
vibrant city through education, cultural life 
and heritage, the project was funded by the 
United Arab Emirates, the European Union 
and 13�other donors, in partnership with 
the�Iraqi Government.

The initiative � the most ambitious 
reconstruction campaign ever led directly 
by�UNESCO � has been far-reaching, 
focusing on three pillars: heritage, cultural 
life and education, as essential drivers for 
the recovery of Mosul.

UNESCO has rebuilt treasured cultural 
and historical landmarks, including the 
emblematic Al-Nouri Mosque and Al-Hadba 
Minaret, Al-Saa�a Convent, Al-Tahera Church, 
as well as 124 heritage houses. 

Workers �nished rebuilding the 12th-century 
minaret of Al-Nouri Mosque in December 
2024. Known as Al-Hadba, or �the hunchback�, 
the 45-metre tower once again leans 
protectively over the Mosul skyline. 

The complex reconstruction of Al-Tahera 
Church recreated the monument as it was, 
with its multiple altars and tribunes. In May 
2024 two new bells were installed, inscribed 
with messages of peace and forgiveness in 
Arabic and English.

Al-Saa’a Convent, a site of faith and 
community, was completed in July�2024. 
The restoration focused on both the�convent 
and the adjoining House�of�Prayer, 

which�was�used as the very �rst school 
for girls in Mesopotamia. A�moving 
documentary called �Our Lady of the 
Hour�, directed by FrØdØric Jacovlev, 
premiered at UNESCO Headquarters in 
Paris in September�2024, showcasing 
the�painstaking reconstruction process.

The �Revive the Spirit of Mosul� initiative also 
aims to ensure a safe learning environment 
for every child, following years of exposure 
to violent ideology. UNESCO renovated over 
400�classrooms and supported the Mosul 
University Library; it also trained over 5,000 
education actors and parents on skills such 
as critical thinking and responsible online 
behaviour, to�build resilience and peace.

Finally, to support the recovery of Mosul�s 
creative scene, UNESCO helped relaunch 
cultural festivals, music performances, �lm 
screenings, and other events. A newly opened 
community information centre has welcomed 
more than 100,000 visitors to date.

Crucial to the success of �Revive the Spirit 
of Mosul� were local architects, engineers, 
builders and community leaders, who 
�lled the more than 7,700 jobs UNESCO 
created. Some 2,800 adults were trained 
in construction techniques, with 80% of 
graduates joining on-site work-based 
training on rehabilitating historic buildings. 

This initiative has created a lasting legacy 
for UNESCO, by highlighting how useful, 
concrete and action-oriented international 
cooperation can be. Today, Mosul is a model 
of what can be done to rebuild through the 
power of culture and education � in Iraq 
and�elsewhere.

UNESCO's ‘Revive the Spirit of Mosul’ 
initiative completed
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The Archaeological Sites of the 
Island of Meroe, formerly the heart 
of the Kush Kingdom, is one of two 
Sudanese World Heritage sites that 
UNESCO is working to protect through 
its Heritage Emergency Fund.  
' UNESCO

Crises and con�icts are surging around the 
world. Faced with the intensity of these 
threats, UNESCO has extended its scope of 
action, operating at various levels during 
emergency situations. 

To do this, UNESCO has developed a unique 
approach that combines local mobilization 
and international expertise � preserving 
heritage, reviving cultural life and ensuring�the 
continuity of learning to make�a real di�erence 
to the lives of crisis‑a�ected populations. 

The e�ectiveness of this approach is clear � 
for example, in Ukraine, where the war has 
entered its third year, and in Mosul, Iraq, 
which had been left in ruins by ISIS. �What 
has been achieved in Mosul is an example of 
what can be done in the future by UNESCO 
and other actors in the region and around the 
world,� said Director‑General Audrey Azoulay. 

UNESCO is already putting this lesson into 
practice. In Gaza, where con�ict has a�ected 
every aspect of daily life, UNESCO is working 
with educational professionals to provide 
mental health and psychosocial support to 
children, youth and teachers, to help them 
cope with, and alleviate, stress and trauma.

To date, UNESCO has organized recreational 
activities and counselling for over 10�500 
children and adolescents, where participants 
also receive meals and � for those with 
disabilities and injuries � assistive devices. 

UNESCO is also present on the ground 
in Lebanon, where the organization 
has worked with site managers, cultural 
professionals and authorities to�protect 
cultural heritage.

Together with local experts, UNESCO has 
identi�ed emergency measures, inventoried 
museum collections and moved works 
to safe locations. In November 2024, the 
organization placed 34 cultural properties 
under enhanced protection, including the 
World Heritage sites of Baalbek and Tyre. In 
partnership with the United Nations Satellite 
Centre, the organization has also monitored 
damage to historical and heritage sites.

Finally, UNESCO is active in Sudan, where 
armed groups and criminal networks have 
exploited the instability caused by the 
con�ict to carry out illegal excavations and 
loot heritage sites and museums.

To prevent the loss of cultural objects, 
UNESCO is working closely with the National 
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums 
in Sudan and the National Museum of 
Khartoum. In 2024, with the support of 
the Heritage Emergency Fund, UNESCO 
supported the creation of inventories, 
databases, and risk assessments for �ve 
museums, as well as damage and risk 
assessments for nine sites within two 
World Heritage properties and one on the 
Tentative List. Workshops have built the 
capacities of communities to safeguard 
cultural heritage during emergencies.

In all these situations, thanks in particular 
to the �exible support of several donors, 
UNESCO has strengthened o�ces in the �eld, 
brought together experts, rapidly mobilized 
local teams and sped up procedures to meet 
urgent needs. This model, which combines 
agility and expertise, can now be replicated 
wherever necessary. 

UNESCO strengthens support for 
people in crisis situations 
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UNESCO continues to be a key player 
in the global education architecture, 
thanks notably to �exible funding 
from countries such as Norway and 
Sweden, which ensures it can strengthen 
coordination mechanisms and support 
education in emergencies worldwide.  
' UNICEF/UNI523931/PLUS CREATIONS

Today, more children and young people 
worldwide are in school than ever before. 
Yet�251 million are still out of school, and 
70% of 10-year-olds in low- and middle-
income countries cannot understand a 
simple written text. In a report published in 
June 2024, �The price of inaction: The global 
private, �scal and social costs of children and 
youth not learning�, UNESCO quanti�ed these 
shortcomings. If the world continues on its 
current path, school dropouts and education 
gaps will cost the global economy $10 trillion 
a year by 2030. 

To bridge these gaps, UNESCO is keeping 
education high on the global agenda by 
addressing a number of critical challenges 
� from insu�cient funding and teacher 
shortages to climate disruption, peace and 
digital transformation. The problems are 
acute in Africa, which has the world�s largest 
out-of-school population. This led the African 
Union to declare 2024 the��Year of Education�, 
and with the support of UNESCO, tackle two 
major obstacles, the�funding gap and the 
teacher shortage. 

As explained by Audrey Azoulay and Luiz 
InÆcio Lula da Silva, President of Brazil, in an 
article published in Le Monde in November, 
international solidarity and innovative 
�nancing can help. Debt-for-education 
swaps � such as the $77 million agreement 
reached by France and Côte d�Ivoire to fund 
the Ivoirian education system, with support 
from the Global Partnership for Education 
��have�proven particularly e�ective.

Teacher shortages are another key issue: 
UNESCO�s �rst Global Report on Teachers 
revealed an urgent need for 44 million 

teachers by 2030, including 15 million in sub-
Saharan Africa. In 2024, UNESCO supported 
178 teacher training institutions, including 
97 in Africa, to advance teacher training and 
address evolving needs.

As climate disruption intensi�es, UNESCO 
released two new global standards for 
greening schools and curricula, to empower 
young people to play a concrete role in 
tackling climate issues. The guides were 
developed with the Greening Education 
Partnership, which includes nearly 100 
countries and over 1,600 organizations. 

Following the adoption of UNESCO�s 
Recommendation on Education for Peace, 
Human Rights and Sustainable Development 
in 2023, UNESCO began work on a �agship 
programme to implement this text in 2024. 
With support from Member States, notably 
Norway and Sweden, the organization also 
accompanied some 750,000 learners in 
25�fragile and con�ict-a�ected countries.

Finally, to help education systems keep pace 
with arti�cial intelligence, UNESCO launched 
two new AI competency frameworks. These 
guide countries in supporting students and 
teachers to understand both the potential 
and the risks of AI, and engage with it in a 
safe, ethical and responsible manner.

These challenges were all centre stage at the 
Global Education Meeting in Fortaleza, Brazil. 
The Fortaleza Declaration, adopted by over 
650 participants including over 50 Ministers, 
was a signi�cant milestone for education 
equity and �nancing � creating real political 
momentum to ensure quality education is a 
human right for everyone.

UNESCO leads international efforts 
for better education policies





At the second Global Forum on the 
Ethics of AI in Kranj, Slovenia, global 
tech companies GSMA, INNIT, Lenovo 
Group, LG AI Research, Mastercard, 
Microsoft, Salesforce and Telefonica 
committed to the principles of 
UNESCO’s Recommendation on 
the�Ethics of AI. 
' Ministrstvo za digitalno preobrazbo, Slovenia


















































































