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Introduction

Regardless of where they live, young people
aspire to quality education, decent work,
good health, meaningful participation in
society, and a sustainable future. Yet
opportunities remain deeply unequal, and
many young people face significant obstacles
in accessing the resources, services, and
opportunities needed to build secure and
fulfilling lives.

For many young people living in Least
Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked
Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island
Developing States (SIDS), structural barriers,
limited economic opportunities, digital divides,
climate vulnerability, and geographic isolation
further restrict access to these opportunities.

At the same time, young people around the
world are demonstrating remarkable resilience
in facing challenges, deep solidarity, and
transformative  innovation in  advancing
sustainable development and responding to
local and global challenges. From climate
action and entrepreneurship to community
development and digital innovation, youth are
driving positive change in their communities
and beyond.

This year's International Youth Day is organized
around three interconnected sub-themes:
Global Solidarity, Shared Challenges, and
Youth Innovation. Each sub-theme highlights
a few examples of UN initiatives supporting
young people.

1. GLOBAL SOLIDARITY

Young people around the world share
common aspirations for education, decent
work, participation, well-being, and a
sustainable future.

The Solidarity Generation

Achieving these aspirations requires
international cooperation, strong

partnerships, and sustained investment to
expand opportunities and ensure that no
young person is left behind.

e From climate action to community
development, young people are
increasingly working together to address
challenges that no country can solve alone.

¢ Young people today are more connected
than any previous generation, using digital
technologies and social media to exchange
ideas, organize collectively, and support
causes across borders.




* Climate action, social justice, gender * Youth participation in global processes

equality, mental health, and sustainable continues to grow, with young people
development have mobilized millions of contributing to conferences, negotiations,
young people across the globe. forums, and other international platforms

that shape our common future.
e Through vyouth-led networks, volunteer

initiatives, social enterprises, and e Across crises such as natural disasters,

community organizations, young people conflicts and public health emergencies,

are increasingly collaborating across youth demonstrate solidarity by mobilizing

countries and regions to address shared volunteers, sharing information, supporting

challenges and advance the SDGs. communities, and advocating for solutions.
Youth as Partners Leaving No Youth Behind

* Young people are not only beneficiaries of e Young people do not start from the same
development but also active partners in position. Poverty, geographic isolation, climate

shaping solutions to shared challenges. vulnerability, conflict, and discrimination
continue to limit opportunities for many youth,

¢ Around the world, youth are leading climate particularly in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
action, creating enterprises, advancing
digital innovation, supporting communities,
and advocating for more inclusive policies.

e Young women, Yyoung persons with
disabilities, Indigenous youth, migrants,
refugees, etc. often face multiple barriers.

Partnerships for Opportunity

¢ Expanding opportunities for young people requires collaboration among governments, the United
Nations, civil society, the private sector, academia, and youth organizations.

¢ Meaningful youth engagement in decision-making helps ensure that policies and programmes
respond to young people’s realities, needs, and aspirations.
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UN in Action: Global solidarity

©UN DESA
UN_ DESA’'s Youth Delegate Programme
promotes meaningful youth engagement in
international decision-making processes by
encouraging Member States to include young
people in their official delegations to the United
Nations. Youth Delegates contribute to policy
discussions, participate in intergovernmental
meetings, and bring the perspectives and
priorities of young people to global decision-
making processes.
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UNESCO’s Global Youth Grant Scheme
(6YGS) provides funding, mentorship and
capacity-building to young people. By the
end of 2026, it will have supported over 240
young leaders in turning innovative ideas
into community solutions. It places
particular importance on least developed
countries and small island developing

States, expanding opportunities for youth
where support is needed most.

©Freepik
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The United Nations Alliance of Civilizations
(UNAOC)’'s Youth Solidarity Fund (YSF)
empowers young people to drive community
change by supporting youth-led organizations.
To date, UNAOC has invested US$ 2.59 million in
80 projects across 43 countries, benefiting more
than 3.4 milion people. Through funding,
mentorship and capacity-building, the Fund
advances peace, social inclusion, intercultural
dialogue and youth leadership.

©UNODC

UNODC's Global Resource for Anti-Corruption
Education and Youth Empowerment (GRACE)
initiative equips young people with the
knowledge and skills to prevent corruption.
Through capacity-building, youth-led
research and policy dialogue, it strengthens
youth  participation in  decision-making.
Research by the YouthLED Integrity Advisory
Board highlights how corruption affects young
people’s access to employment, health care
and public services. The Report, titled “Stolen
Futures: How Corruption Hurts Young People” is
at Stolen Future.



https://social.desa.un.org/issues/youth/un-youth-delegate-programme?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unaoc.org/what-we-do/youth-solidarity-fund/
https://www.unaoc.org/what-we-do/youth-solidarity-fund/
https://www.unesco.org/en/youth/global-grant-scheme
https://www.unesco.org/en/youth/global-grant-scheme
https://grace.unodc.org/grace/en/index.html
https://grace.unodc.org/grace/en/index.html
https://track.unodc.org/track/en/track/resourcehub/2026/stolen_futures.html

2. SHARED CHALLENGES

Although  young people  experience
challenges differently depending on where
they live, many of the issues shaping their
futures are increasingly global.

Access to quality education, decent work,
digital technologies, social protection, and
mental health support remains a concern
across regions.

Education

Millions of young people continue to face
barriers to quality education and skills
development. Youth in rural areas, conflict-
affected communities, climate-vulnerable
regions, and low-income households often
face the greatest challenges due to teacher
shortages, inadequate infrastructure, digital
exclusion, and economic hardship.

-Girls and young women, Indigenous youth,
young persons with disabilities, and
marginalized groups often face additional
barriers that limit learning and advancement
opportunities.

Employment and Economic
Opportunities

¢ Young people are nearly three times more

likely to be unemployed than adults. Many
youth in low-income countries work in
informal jobs without stable wages, contracts,
or social protection.

Limited economic diversification in many
LDCs and SIDS restricts employment
opportunities and increases vulnerability to
economic shocks.

Millions of young people remain outside
employment, education, or training, making
the transition from school to work particularly

difficult.
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Digital Inclusion

Internet access increasingly determines
access to education, employment,
entrepreneurship, information, and
participation. Yet major digital divides
persist: while 93 per cent of people in high-
income countries used the Internet in 2023,
only 35 per cent of people in LDCs did.

Weak infrastructure, unreliable electricity,
high connectivity costs, and limited digital
skills continue to exclude millions of young
people from the digital economy.

Climate Change and Well-being

Climate change is reshaping the lives and
futures of young people worldwide. Although
SIDS contribute less than 1 per cent of global
greenhouse gas emissions, they are among
the most vulnerable to climate impacts.

Young people in SIDS increasingly face sea-
level rise, hurricanes, biodiversity loss, coastal
erosion, food and water insecurity, and
displacement.

Between 1970 and 2020, SIDS lost
approximately US$153 billion due to weather-,
climate-, and water-related hazards.

Climate change is also affecting youth
mental health and well-being, with climate
anxiety, uncertainty about the future, and
disruptions to education and livelihoods
becoming increasingly common.



UN in Action: Shared Challenges

(©IOM 2024

IOM’'s New Era for Diaspora Engagement in
Mongolia addresses workforce shortages by
connecting the country’'s highly  skilled,
predominantly young diaspora with internship
and skilled return programmes. By linking
diaspora talent with government, private sector
and civil society partners, the initiative promotes
knowledge exchange, innovation and
sustainable development while encouraging
young professionals to contribute to Mongolia’s
future.
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©UNWomen

UN Women's Economic Justice and Rights
Action Coadlition’s Youth Small Grants initiative
addresses funding gaps faced by youth-led
organizations advancing Generation Equality
commitments. Supported by the Government of
Germany, it provides flexible funding to young
feminist leaders promoting women’s economic
empowerment, removing structural barriers, and
advancing inclusive, equitable economic change.

©HCHR
OHCHR-EEA’s Youth Rights Academy equips
young human rights advocates with the
knowledge, skills and networks to advance
human rights in their communities. Through
workshops, participants strengthen their
understanding of human rights, advocacy
and leadership. The Academy also supports
participants in designing and implementing
youth-led initiatives that address local
human rights challenges and promote lasting
community impact.

©Afifa Windy

UNEP’s Youth Task Force of the UN Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration amplifies youth voices
and advances  youth-led restoration
worldwide. It supports projects in least
developed countries, identifies challenges and
solutions for youth engagement, and enables
young leaders to participate in international
environmental forums, strengthening their
visibility, collaboration and influence in global
restoration efforts.



https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2026/07/from-commitments-to-action-youth-led-pathways-to-womens-economic-justice
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2026/07/from-commitments-to-action-youth-led-pathways-to-womens-economic-justice
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2025/07/youth-rights-academy-learning-skills-lead-change
https://mongolia.iom.int/news/iom-mongolia-launches-new-initiative-channel-diaspora-skills-national-development
https://mongolia.iom.int/news/iom-mongolia-launches-new-initiative-channel-diaspora-skills-national-development
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/task-forces/youth
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/task-forces/youth
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/task-forces/youth

FAO's Young Forest Champions Initiative, part of
AIM4Forests programme, supports young leaders
from Indonesia, Ghana, Kenya, Peru, Uganda, and
Zambia to restore forests, monitor ecosystems,
and protect vital landscapes. Through
mentorship, capacity-building, and cutting-edge
technologies like remote sensing, they are
gaining the skills to create real, lasting impact.

©Eduardo Mendoza

Campus Arandu’s extension programme engages
students from the Federal University for Latin
American Integration (UNILA), offering
scholarships from five projects implemented
with UNOPS during the resumption of campus

construction. Covering sustainability,
communication and memory, accessibility,
gender equality, diversity and local

entrepreneurship,  the initiative ~ connects
academic learning with practical experience and
community impact.

OHCHR-EEA’'s Youth Rights Academy equips
young human rights advocates with the
knowledge, skills and networks to advance
human rights in their communities. Through
workshops, participants strengthen their
understanding of human rights, advocacy and
leadership. The Academy also supports
participants in designing and implementing
youth-led initiatives that address local human
rights challenges and promote lasting
community impact.



https://campusarandu.unila.edu.br/bolsistas-de-extensao-da-unila-iniciam-atividades-no-canteiro-de-obras-do-campus-arandu/
https://campusarandu.unila.edu.br/bolsistas-de-extensao-da-unila-iniciam-atividades-no-canteiro-de-obras-do-campus-arandu/
https://boldideas2026.oa-event.com/meet-our-youth-advisory-committee
https://www.fao.org/in-action/aim4forests/activities/youth-engagement/young-forest-champions/en

3. YOUTH INNOVATION

Young people are not only responding to
today's challenges—they are creating
solutions for tomorrow. Across Least
Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked
Developing Countries (LLDCs), Small Island
Developing States (SIDS), and countries
around the world, youth are developing
innovative approaches to strengthen their
communities, expand economic
opportunities, improve public services, and
accelerate sustainable development.

Driven by creativity, digital technologies,
entrepreneurship, and local knowledge,
young people are addressing issues
ranging from climate change and food
security to education, health, financial
inclusion, and civic participation.

Many of the most impactful innovations
emerge from communities with limited
resources, demonstrating that innovation
is driven not only by technology, but also
by resilience, collaboration, and lived
experience.

Innovation for the SDGs

Young people are creating innovative
solutions that contribute directly to the
achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals, particularly in  areas such as
education, health, climate action, food
systems, clean energy, and digital inclusion.

Youth-led innovation increasingly combines
local knowledge with science, technology,
and entrepreneurship to address complex
development challenges.

Across countries, young innovators are
designing affordable technologies,
community-based solutions, and new
business models that respond to local needs
while generating broader social and economic
benefits.

Social innovation is helping expand access to
essential services, strengthen community
resilience, and promote more inclusive and
sustainable development

Youth Entrepreneurship and
Digital Innovation

e Young entrepreneurs are  creating
businesses and social enterprises that
generate employment, strengthen local
economies, and introduce new products
and services.

e Digital technologies are enabling young
people to access markets, develop new
skills, launch businesses, and collaborate
across borders.

e Young innovators are using artificial
intelligence, mobile technologies, digital
platforms, and data-driven solutions to
improve education, health care, agriculture,
financial services, and disaster
preparedness.

e Expanding access to finance, digital
infrastructure, mentorship, and
entrepreneurship support remains essential
to unlocking the full potential of youth
innovation.

The Doha Political Declaration, adopted at the Second World Summit for Social Development
in November 2025, places renewed emphasis on inclusive social development and recognizes the
important role of young people in shaping more just, equitable, and resilient societies.

More details at;_https://social.desa.un.org/world-summit-2025




Local Solutions with Global Impact

Many of the most effective youth-led
innovations are rooted in local knowledge and
respond directly to community priorities

Young climate leaders are developing
adaptation and resilience projects that help
communities respond to rising temperatures,
water scarcity, biodiversity loss, and extreme
weather events.

Youth organizations are mobilizing volunteers,
supporting disaster preparedness and
recovery, promoting peacebuilding, and
strengthening social cohesion.

Young people are also creating platforms
that amplify youth voices, increase civic
participation, and connect local
communities with regional and global
networks.

Creating an Enabling Environment

Youth innovation flourishes when young
people have access to quality education,
digital connectivity, financing, mentorship,
and opportunities to participate in decision-
making.

Governments, the United Nations, the private
sector, academiaq, civil society, and youth
organizations all play important roles in
supporting youth-led innovation
ecosystems.

Investing in youth innovation can accelerate
sustainable development while
strengthening resilience, inclusion, and long-
term economic growth.

Recognizing young people as partners in
innovation helps ensure that development
solutions are more responsive, inclusive, and
sustainable.




UN in Action: Youth Innovation

©UNFPA Arab
States

UNFPA’'S Adolescent Girls Social Practice Lab
empowers adolescent girls in the Arab States
region, to shape and lead evidence-based
solutions to the challenges they face. Through a
virtual community of practice and a youth-led
hackathon, the initiative strengthens girls’
leadership, innovation, advocacy, and knowledge-
sharing while accelerating scalable solutions for
challenges such as child marriage, adolescent
pregnancy, and technology-facilitated gender-
based violence.

@ITC

The joint ITC and G20 GLI/UNCCD Youth
Ecopreneur Programme (YECO) supports young
entrepreneurs running green businesses and land
restoration ventures to scale sustainable solutions
and generate positive environmental impact. The
programme provides tailored training, mentorship,
grants, coaching, investor exposure, and visibility
opportunities. It supports young entrepreneurs to
grow their enterprises, access funding, expand
their networks, and contribute to climate action
and sustainable land restoration.

e
@UNDP Jordan
Under the Green Growth and Jobs Accelerator
Project of UNDP, Youth for Sustainability
(Y4s), equips youth in Morocco, Egypt, Jordan,
Tunisia, and Algeria with skills and knowledge
to develop sustainable business solutions for
MSMEs participating in the accelerator. In
2024 and 2025, a total of 150 youths have
created 60 solutions, many adopted by the
businesses, strengthening employability while
boosting competitiveness, job creation, and
sustainable economic transformation.

©The Education Plus
Initiative/UNAIDS

The Education Plus Initiative’s Young Women
Leadership Hub (YWLH) of UNAIDS unites six
leaders from six African champion countries to
advance the rights, health, education and
leadership of adolescent girls and young
women. Through advocacy, mentorship,
community action, communications and
partnerships, they amplify adolescent girls’ and
young women’'s voices, promote the AGYW
Manifesto and strengthen youth-led support
systems.



https://social.yecommunity.com/page/youth-ecopreneur-programme
https://social.yecommunity.com/page/youth-ecopreneur-programme
https://www.undp.org/egypt/stories/youth-sustainability-young-changemakers-driving-egypts-green-future
https://www.undp.org/egypt/stories/youth-sustainability-young-changemakers-driving-egypts-green-future
https://arabstates.unfpa.org/en/news/empowering-voices-launch-adolescent-girls-social-practice-lab-arab-region
https://www.unaids.org/en/topics/education-plus
https://www.unaids.org/en/topics/education-plus

©AVSI Foundation/Poolman

UN-Habitat’'s Waste Wise Nairobi -
Korogocho Chapter strengthened social
cohesion through partnerships among youth-
led waste picker groups, Nairobi City County
Government, community leaders, and private
recycling companies. Youth and community
members  collaborated in  awareness
campaigns, household sensitization,
segregated waste collection pilots, and
circular economy initiatives. The project also
established a Black Soldier Fly (BSF) pilot to
enhance organic waste recovery and
livelihood opportunities.

CONCLUSION

Turning shared aspirations into meaningful
opportunities requires sustained commitment
across policies, investments, and partnerships.

Enabling Policies: Young people everywhere
share common aspirations to learn, work,
participate, innovate, and thrive. Achieving
these aspirations requires enabling policies
that expand opportunities, remove structural
barriers, and promote sustainable and
inclusive youth development.

Investing in Youth: Investing in education,
skills development, health, social protection,
employment, and digital inclusion enables
young people to reach their full potential while
building more resilient, inclusive, and
sustainable societies.

©Freepik/Magnific

ESCWA’'s Fellowship Programme for Young
Arab Professionals provides early- and mid-
career professionals under 35 years old from
Arab countries with strong analytical and
policymaking skills to contribute to the socio-
economic transformation of Member States.
Priority is accorded to LDCs in the region, i.e.
Djibouti, Mauritania, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen.

Coordinated Action: Accelerating progress
requires coordinated action by
governments, the United Nations,
international financial institutions, civil
society, the private sector, academia, and
youth organizations to strengthen
partnerships, scale investments, and
implement policies that leave no young
person behind.

By aligning policies, investments, and
partnerships, the international community
can create the conditions for all young people
to contribute to and benefit from sustainable
development.

* Graph is from the World Population Highlights 2026: Youth - Revised, June 2026, page 7.



https://nairobi.aics.gov.it/news/nairobi-launches-a-material-recovery-facility-in-korogocho-informal-settlement-to-promote-waste-management-and-recycling/?lang=en
https://nairobi.aics.gov.it/news/nairobi-launches-a-material-recovery-facility-in-korogocho-informal-settlement-to-promote-waste-management-and-recycling/?lang=en
https://www.unescwa.org/events/escwa-fellowship-programme-young-arab-professionals
https://www.unescwa.org/events/escwa-fellowship-programme-young-arab-professionals
https://www.unescwa.org/events/escwa-fellowship-programme-young-arab-professionals
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-population-highlights-2026-youth-revised-june-2026
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-population-highlights-2026-youth-revised-june-2026
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-population-highlights-2026-youth-revised-june-2026
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-population-highlights-2026-youth-revised-june-2026
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-population-highlights-2026-youth-revised-june-2026
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